ORDINANCE 95-4

(Amended August 16, 2017)

SWIMMING POOLS

An Ordinance amending and/or revising Article 8, section 801, Paragraph 9 (Private Swimming Pools) of Zoning Ordinance 92-8.

BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of Mount Carmel Township and it is hereby enacted by authority of same:

The Board of Supervisors of Mount Carmel Township, Northumberland County, does hereby enact and ordain:

Article 8, Section 801, Subsection 9 be amended as follows:

Swimming Pools (Private): Private swimming pools in districts where permitted, shall comply with the following conditions and requirements; these requirements shall apply to all in-ground pools and all above ground pools higher than 24”. For pools 24” or less, please see Section F.

A. The pool shall be intended and used solely for the enjoyment of the occupants and their guests of the principal use of the property on which it is located.

B. The pool shall be located in either the rear or side yard of the property on which it is an accessory use, with the following restrictions:

             R1 Residential: Low density – no fences on corners: minimum setbacks of 35

             feet from front of property, 20 feet from rear of property and 10 feet from

             each side of property.  *See Ordinance 99-2 for a revision to this 

             subsection

C. In ground pools only: At least 51% of the pool must be located on the rear portion of the property, with only 49% or less located on the side portion of the property.  Fencing, walkways and allowable pool buildings shall be considered when land usage is computed.

R2 Residential: Above ground pools must be situated with a minimum setback of 2 feet on one side of the property.

R3 Residential: No change in existing zoning.

D. Fencing:  For all pools, the pool area or the entire property on which the pool is located shall be entirely enclosed with approved fencing to prevent uncontrolled access by children from the street or from adjacent properties.

1. All fencing must be chain link with maximum of 4 inch openings or of fiberglass or heavy gauge plastic or wood.  Fencing must not be solid, but must be constructed to allow for the passage of air through the fence.  All fencing shall be in compliance with sections 623.9.1 and 623.9.2 of the BOCA Code.

2. Height Restrictions: The fence enclosing above ground pools shall not exceed 6 feet in height, but in no case shall be less than the depth of the pool in height.  Existing approved fencing will be allowed.

3. In ground pools shall be enclosed by fencing at least six (6) feet in height and not to exceed eight (8) feet in height.

4. All entrances to the pool area must be secured by doors or gates which meet the minimum height requirements for fencing, and the gates or doors must be equipped with locks.

E. Above ground pools must be equipped with ladders with lock-up features or removable steps to either the pool or to any attached deck area.

F. Baby pools and all pools 24” or less shall follow all fencing requirements listed in Section D and/or be emptied on a daily basis after use.

G. Penalties:  Any person who fails to comply with any or all of the requirements or provisions of this Ordinance or who fails or refuses to comply with any notice, order of direction of the Building Permit Officer or any other authorized employee of the municipality shall be guilty of an offense and, upon conviction, shall pay a fine to the Township of not less than fifty dollars ($50) a day nor more than five hundred dollars ($500) a day plus costs of prosecution. In default of any such payment, such person shall be imprisoned in county prison for a period not to exceed ten (10) days.  Each day during which any violation of this Ordinance continues shall constitute a separate offense.  In addition to the above penalties, all other actions are hereby reserved including an action in equity for the proper enforcement of this Ordinance.  The imposition of a fine or penalty for any violation of or noncompliance with this Ordinance shall not excuse the violation or noncompliance or remedy such violations and noncompliances within a reasonable time.

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent with this Amendment are hereby repealed.

This Ordinance shall become effective five (5) days after enactment by the Board of Supervisors of Mount Carmel Township.

Amended, Ordained and Passed by the Board of Supervisors of Mount Carmel Township, Northumberland County, this 16th day of August, 2017.

