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ORDINANCE 2013-9

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MOUNT CARMEL, NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, PROVIDING FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE HEALTH AND WELFARE OF THE CITIZENS OF MOUNT CARMEL TOWNSHIP BY REGULATING  THE MAINTENANCE OF POUNDS AND SHELTERS AND THE KEEPING AND CONTROLLING OF ANIMALS.

SECTION I: POUNDS AND SHELTERS

A. PERMISSION REQUIRED FOR MAINTENANCE OF POUND OR SHELTER

It shall be unlawful for any person or persons, corporation, unincorporated body, company, partnership or firm, or any agent thereof, to create or maintain a dog pound or animal shelter within the boundaries of Mount Carmel Township without having first received permission from the Board of Supervisors of said Township.

B. VIOLATONS AND PENALTIES
Any person, firm or corporation as above outlined who shall violate or fail to comply with any of the provisions of this article shall, upon conviction thereof before any Magisterial District Judge, be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than $100 nor more than $1000 and costs of prosecution or suffer imprisonment for up to 90 days, or both .The continuation of such violation for each successive day shall constitute a new and separate offense, and the person or persons allowing the continuation of the violation may be punished as provided above for each separate offense.
SECTION II: KEEPING AND CONTROLLING OF ANIMALS

A. DEFINITIONS

            As used in this article, the following term shall have the meanings indicated:

 
PERSON- An individual, partnership, corporation, agency or institution owning, 

           harboring, keeping or in charge of any animals, including any dog, cat or fowl.

B. RUNNING AT LARGE

            No animals, including any dog, cat or fowl, shall be allowed to run at large off the 

            premises of the person owning or keeping the same and, when off the premises of 

            said person, shall be under the control of a person of suitable age and strength to  

            prevent such animal from running at large or otherwise endangering lives, limbs, 

            health, property or safety of others.
C. KEEPING OF ANIMALS

 
No person shall own, keep or maintain any animals with Mount Carmel Township
     in an unsanitary, unsafe or offensive condition which would constitute a nuisance 
     detrimental to the public safety, health and comfort.
D. PROHIBITED ACTS

1. Animals prohibited on private property without owner’s consent.  No person shall cause, suffer or allow any animals, including dog, cat or fowl, to be on the private property of another within Mount Carmel Township without the express authority or permission of the owner of the property.

2. Animals prohibited on public property.  No person shall cause, suffer or allow any animal, including any dog, cat or fowl, to be upon playgrounds or parks, either with or without a leash, within Mount Carmel Township, except with the express authorization of the Township permitting animals on the aforementioned property.

3. Nuisances. No person shall cause, suffer or allow any animals, including any dog, cat or fowl, to be upon the private property of another within Mount Carmel Township without the express authority or permission of the owner of the property.
4. Dangerous Animals. No person shall possess any animal within Mount Carmel Township that is poisonous or containing venomous fangs or other poisonous mechanisms capable of inflicting injury to the citizens of the Township. This includes, but is not limited to snakes, lizards, reptiles, spiders, or any animal capable of inflicting death or serious injury or one that threatens the health and safety of the general public.
E. CURBING OF ANIMALS

A person may cause, suffer and allow an animal, including any dog, cat or fowl, to defecate in that area of any street or alley lying between the curblines or, where there are no curbs, in the paved area and the berm of any street or alley and in that area between the curbline or the berm and the sidewalk, provided that said person shall, immediately after said animal has deposited his feces, have said feces wrapped or enclosed and deposited in said person’s garbage or in some other reasonable place in such a manner so as not to cause an odor or hazard to the health and safety of any resident of the Township.
F. DISTURBING NOISES

1. The keeping of any animal or bird which causes frequent, long continued or disturbing  noises shall be prohibited in Mount Carmel Township and the violation of this shall be subject to the penalties set force in subsection H of this section.

2. No person or persons shall permit any dog owned, kept, maintained or in the custody or control of such person(s) to disturb the peace and quiet of the neighborhood by barking, howling, whining or making other loud or unusual noises.  A presumption of disturbance of the peace and quiet of the neighborhood shall arise when barking, howling, whining or making other loud or unusual noises occur between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.

G. ENFORCEMENT 

Under the direction of the Mount Carmel Township Board of Supervisors, the Mount Carmel Township Police Department or any other such person or persons as duly authorized from time to time by the Board of Supervisors, shall be in charge of the enforcement of this section, and he, she or they shall act as prosecutor in all cases of violation of the health laws, ordinances, rules and regulations or prosecutions for the abatement of nuisances detrimental to the public health.
H. VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES

Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate or fail to comply with any of the provisions of this Section, upon conviction thereof before any Magisterial District Judge, be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than $100 and not more than $300 and costs of prosecution and/or suffer imprisonment for up to 180 days, or both.  The continuation of such violation for each successive day shall constitute a new and separate offense, and the person or persons allowing the continuation of the violation may be punished as provided above for each offense.
ORDAINED AND ENACTED INTO LAW THIS 20TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2013.
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