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ORDINANCE 2013-4

(REVISING ORDINANCE 2001-02)

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MOUNT CARMEL, NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY, REVISING SECTIONS II AND III OF ORDINANCE # 2001-02, AN ORDINANCE DECLARING GRASS OR WEEDS GREATER THAN SIX (6) INCHES IN HEIGHT TO BE A NUISNACE, PROVIDING FOR ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE AND PROVIDING PENALTIES. THIS AMENDMENT CHANGES THE AMOUNT OF TIME FOR ABATEMENT AND GIVES THE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER THE RIGHT TO GRANT EXTENSIONS AT HIS/HER DISCRETION.
IT IS HEREBY ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of the Township of Mount Carmel, Northumberland County, Pennsylvania that:

SECTION I.  It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation owning or occupying any property within the Township of Mount Carmel to permit weeds, grass or plants other than trees, bushes, flowers or other ornamental plants to grow to a height exceeding six (6) inches upon such property in the Township of Mount Carmel.  Any such plant or weeds exceeding such height are hereby declared to be a nuisance and detrimental to the health, safety and general welfare of the community.

SECTION II.  It shall be the duty of the Board of Supervisors, through its duly authorized agent, to serve a notice, either by personal service or by the united States mail, to the owner of any premises on which plants or weeds are permitted to grow in violation of the provisions of this ordinance and to demand the abatement of the nuisance and compliance with the provisions of this ordinance within three (3) days from the service of the notice. Any extensions shall be granted at the discretion of the Code Enforcement Officer.
SECTION III.  If the person, firm, or corporation so served does not abate the nuisance within three (3) days, the Township authorities may proceed to abate such nuisance, and the cost thereof, together with any additional penalty authorized by law, may be collected by the Township from such person, firm or corporation in the manner provided by law.  Notice will be served once in a calendar year.  Any violations after notice is served will be subject to fines and penalties.

SECTION IV.  Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any of the provisions of this ordinance, or who shall knowingly or willfully fail to comply therewith, shall upon conviction thereof before any district Magistrate having jurisdiction, be sentenced to a fine of fifty dollars ($50.00) for the first violation and one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each day of continued violation, together with all costs, and one hundred ($100.00) for second and subsequent violations and a fine of one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00) for each day of continued violation, together with all costs, by the same person, firm or corporation who violates the ordinance or who permits the ordinance to be violated.  Such fine and costs shall be in addition to the costs and expenses where abatement of the nuisance is done by the Township Authorities.
SECTION V.  Each day during which the violations continue shall be deemed a separate offense.

SECTION VI.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances which are inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance be and are hereby repealed.

SECTION VII.  In the event that any phrase or clause of this ordinance shall be held invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such phrase or clause shall in no way affect any other phrase or clause herein contained.

SECTION VIII. This ordinance shall become on the 17th day of July, 2013.

ENACTED AND ORDAINED THIS 17TH DAY OF JULY, 2013.
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Joseph Zanella, Secretary/Treasurer
